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The aac is a private and not-for-profit institution located in Hamburg, which was founded in 2008 by the
architects von Gerkan, Marg and Partners (gmp). Its teaching approach is based on the many years of pro-
fessional and teaching experience of its founders and sponsors. Its curriculum is based on the understanding
that architecture is creative art with a social obligation and application; it is designed to prepare architects
for their holistic role in a globalized world. The aac practices dialog across disciplines and cultural bounda-
ries. In its courses, it combines teaching, research, and the practice of architectural culture. The design tasks
are based on real scenarios, with topics covering current socially relevant issues in architecture and urban
design, for which designs are produced as examples of a solution. The aac has its main premises at the historic
Navigation School at Rainvilleterrasse in Hamburg. This histo-ric monument, with its classic Moderne style,
was renovated and carefully modernized in 2012 by the gmp Foundation in order to revive it as a place for
education and culture; today it is the Rainvilleterrasse Campus.
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