


Designs for a New Civic
Centre - Shaping Public
Life on the City's For-
mer Airport Area

Tehran
City
Garden

The autumn workshop of the aac Academy for Archi-
tectural Culture for the first time was dedicated to the
architecture and cultural exchange between Germany
and Iran. For this, the integration of Iran's first airfield,
the former Qale Morghi military airfield into the capital
Tehran's urban life was chosen as workshop assign-
ment. A scenario currently being discussed in Tehran.
Thus, aac was again able to work on a workshop
assignment close to reality of which the results make a
valuable contribution to the public in Tehran.

The international workshop took place from 4 to 29
September 2017, led by Prof. Volkwin Marg and Hubert
Nienhoff. The Mirmiran Architecture Foundation (MAF)
located in Iran could be won as local cooperation part-
ner. The workshop began with a 6-day study excursion
to Iran. The participants could visit important buildings
of both traditional and modern Iran there. It was fol-
lowed by three weeks of intensive work on the assign-
ment in the aac Studios at Campus Rainvilleterrasse in
Hamburg. 20 participants in total worked on the de-
signs in groups of four. In order to promote the cultural
exchange, the design groups were deliberately com-
posed internationally. Thus, two Iranian architecture
students and graduates were represented in each

group.

Due to the Qale Morghi airport having been closed
down, an inner-city open area of approx. 270 hectare
emerged, comparable in size and location with the area
of the Tempelhofer Feld in Berlin, which shall become,
in the first place, a newly designed park for Tehran's
citizens in the style of an Iranian garden. Furthermore,
four centres focusing on religion, municipal adminis-
tration, science and cultural interaction respectively
are proposed. The north-western site of a recent mas-
ter plan proposal by gmp architects and engineers had
been chosen as nucleus for the development of the
overall area. On this site, the participants were to de-
sign the centre for cultural interaction as a place of
community, communication and integration, an urban
design ensemble of cultural and events centre, library,
cinema and bazaar.

Tehran City Garden Designs for a New Civic Centre
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A message from
Prof. Dr.-Ing. h.c.
Volkwin Marg,
chair of workshop

“A challenge for
better urban life in
Tehran City”

The "Tehran City Garden" on the "Qale Morghi lands" is
a unique chance to give a new quality to living and
housing in Tehran and to the urban centres adjacent to
the former airport. The decision to convert the disused
airport in the middle of the densely built-up city into a
public park and to establish public facilities for social,
university, medical and cultural activities within it, was
a demonstration of political and urbanistic vision.

The objective of the aac Academy for Architectural
Culture has been to take up those visions and illustrate
them to the public via the medium of architectural test
designs with the support of a young generation of ar-
chitects.

The conversion of the 270ha empty and derelict Qale
Morghi airport area into a lavishly planted park in the
spirit of the thousands of years old and worldwide pro-
verbially known Iranian tradition of the paradise garden
is a challenge in gardening design and a challenge to
develop a realistic strategy of the practical financial re-
alisation of this millennium project.

For this reason the aac has taken up the ideas already
developed for the "Tehran City Garden" and developed
them further. The idea of the resulting master plan,
which forms the basis of the workshop, is based on
transferring the principle of the geometrically defined
Persian garden to the metropolitan dimension of the
proposed park, complemented by 4 further adjacent
parks for the 4 envisaged facilities for society, educa-
tion, medicine and culture.

The surrounding urbanistic framework for the spatial
sequence of parks is formed by an architectural fabric
of residential buildings and quarters. These are located
next to the already planted outer ring park and strate-
gically serve to subsidise the public park with funds
generated from the sale of land. This central "Tehran
City Garden" with 1,850m of length and 1,350m of
width is of dimensions that surpass those of other me-
tropolises on a global scale.

The young Iranian and German graduates of the aac
workshop have had the assignment to present archi-
tectural proposals for exhibitions, gatherings, enter-
tainment, libraries and bazaar for one of the 4 comple-
menting parks in the west. The designs developed in
the workshop shall demonstrate the urbanistic scale by
showing specific architecture.

It was our pleasure to be able to continue practicing
our long-standing international cooperation as archi-
tects in Iran also academically with our young col-
leagues from Iran and Germany and with our friends
from Mirmiran Architecture Foundation.

Message Prof. Dr.-Ing. h.c. Volkwin Marg
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A message from
Hamid Mirmiran,
President of Mirmiran
Architecture Founda-
tion (MAF)

Throughout history, cultural interactions between dif-
ferent civilizations have promoted the enrichment of
each of these cultures as much as possible. Due to the
interaction of cultures, especially according to the pro-
cess of the current globalisation, the idea of cultural as-
similation has been lost and the existence of various
cultures has enhanced the importance of cultural plu-
ralism and variation.

Today, cultural synergy is one of the most significant
factors that can guarantee the social development of
countries. The culture of any society has originated
from the intellectual structure of its people and this in-
tellectual structure affects all needs of the community.
In fact, culture plays the leading role in designing an
environment. There is rarely an art being linked as close-
ly to the culture of a community as architecture is.
Therefore, nowadays and in order to unite with the glo-
balisation, the achievement of a qualified and worthy
architecture that also corresponds with international
contemporary advancements can be considered as the
most important concern of any country and civilisation.

Undoubtedly, the international workshop “Tehran City

Garden", which was held with endless year-long efforts

of aacin collaboration with MAF, is a good example of

this attitude. The reason for choosing the Qale Morghi

lands is the strategic importance of these lands in the

metropolis of Tehran. These lands, as the largest inte-

grated lands in the city of Tehran, have main character-

istics that increase their potentials as a transnational

centre. These features include:

- Historical background and identity

- Possibility to play the semantic role of the "commu-
nication gate of Tehran metropolis towards the
world" due to being in a proper position in relation to
the south entrance of Tehran

- Adjacency to Imam Khomeini International Airport
and railway station

- Placing along the ceremonial axis of Tehran

- To have unique views and perspectives

- Interacting with major activities of Tehran metropolis

While appreciating the creators and organisers of the
workshop at the aac and MAF and wishing future's pro-
fessional collaborations, it is hoped that this workshop
will raise Tehran's position among the world's cities, re-
alise part of the national and transnational ideals of
Tehran metropolis and help Tehran to achieve the
planned goals.

Message Hamid Mirmiran
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1 Aerial view of Tehran highlighting the planning area © Google Earth Pro
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1 Participiants and contributors at the aac in Hamburg after the successful conclusion of the workshop
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Tehran City Garden

Designs for a New Civic Centre -
Shaping Public Life on the City's
Former Airport Area
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The assignment
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Iran's first airport, the former Quale Morghi military
airfield, is today a derelict former airfield. Whereas it
was located on the outskirts of the city at the time of
its inauguration, it is now surrounded by urban city life
due to the growth of the city.

Urban development context
Detailed information about urban development context
see following article: master plan concept

Specific assignment

The workshop deals with the further specification of
the fourth city centre, the Civic Centre. Besides the
main building with its use as cultural and events centre,
a library, a cinema, an arts centre, a bazaar and a hotel
shall be placed here, which were only to be developed
as an urban development concept, yet not further elab-
orated. The culture and events centre shall influence
them positively and effectively as central element and
nucleus for further development. The range of uses
varies from events of cultural importance like readings,
film festival or lectures and pop concerts up to con-
gresses with exhibitions. This requires a high flexibility
in functionality. The concept of the building should,
however, also reflect the image of a "civic centre”, a
public building dedicated to the general public. An ad-
ditional forum near the entrance for instance might in-
vite to rest at any time, also during commercial events,
and which would appear as a protected area both in the
interior and exterior area. In accordance with the addi-
tional use elements as the library, the bazaar and the
cinema a lively quarter, accessible and attractive for
everyone, shall be created. Leisure time activities shall
be offered here in contrast to the other centres.

Guidelines for the development

The master plan takes the Teheran city council's guide-
line into account that the former airfield is to be devel-
oped including a large, coherent park areas. This means
for the specific site of the workshop that only approx.
509% is built-up area, whereby an open area of approx.
60,000sq m of the total area of 126,000sq m must re

The assignment
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4 Historical photographs of former military airfield at Qale Morghi L Aerial view (© Google Earth) and photographs of the planning area today



Short note on the gmp

master plan concept

main on this site. Approx. 40,000sq m of which are to
be designed as a coherent, central plaza. Estimated
gross floor area for the different function were set as
following: culture and events centre with 50,000sq m,
library with 14,000sq m, arts centre with 18,000sq m,
bazaar with cinema with 32,000sq m and, as libero, a
hotel with 13,000sg m. A joint multi-storey under-
ground car park for all parts of the Civic Centre is en-
visaged underneath the plaza.

The development on the site shall not exceed the height
of 25m on average, although superelevations are par-
tially possible, especially on the site of the cultural and
events centre.

Plaza design

The central plaza of the culture and events centre
should be designed as a Persian garden with elements
of shade, evergreen and seasonal plantings as well as
seating facilities.

The development of a district, which shall obtain the
function of a city centre through a diverse offer of pro-
visions and service facilities, requires urban density and
a correspondent scale. The function and design of
buildings where urban diversity is key, must be closely
related to the public space. Aims such as liveliness,
short distances and a balanced social fabric require a
maximum of mixed uses in a robust and flexible spatial
structure.

The master plan has been developed based on an exist-
ing idea of the city of Tehran. Four centres around an
enclosed central park of a size of 60 hectare are built as
a reflection of the four zones including the uses of (1)
administration with town hall, (2) religion with mosque
and religious school, (3) science and education with
health centre and finally (4) culture with a centre for
sociocultural interaction. The development areas adja-
cent to the four centres accommodate residential use
and serve the vitalisation of the new district.

Gate like openings are placed in the enclosing develop-
ment of the park in all four directions. Each of the gate
openings will be marked by a pair of high-rise towers
which are visible from far away and will establish the
connection to the public centres behind. Moreover, the
enclosing development complements the range of ur-
ban variety with uses such as residential studios, hotels
and modern office concepts.

The master plan provides evidence that a multifunc-
tional urban structure of building and use are able to

The assignment
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gmp master plan development phases:

(a) Existing situation with ring park, pedestrian bridges and metro stops

(b) New public central park with adjacent buildings and additional access points
(c) The four new centres: (1) administration, (2) religion, (3) science and educa-
tion, (4) culture and event

(d) Optional extension area for housing quarters with pocket parks

(e) Site for Civic Centre, marked in black plan (S)



and must be created on that area, in interplay with a
high-quality system of public open and green spaces.
Only then it is possible to secure the financing, the
economic efficiency and, thus, the long-term success
of such a project.

Green and open space: elements and qualities

The green space constitutes a central element and
identification feature for the area. Since the new dis-
trict shall be urban and at the same time should pos-
sess special green and open space qualities, it has been
decisive to find the proper balance between landscape
close to nature, urban parks as well as avenues, roads
and plazas. A clear hierarchy and distinctness between
private, semi-public and public green and open spaces
shall be established to give the users an orientation and
facilitate diverse uses of open space.

The central park is the core element of the design. All
master plan elements are oriented to this important
public space. A large park for communal use with adja-
cent buildings will be created. The central park serves in
connection with the adjacent offer of public uses due
to its particular location and size as an important local
recreation area beyond the district. It will be designed
in the style of Iranian plaza and garden architecture
and according to the model of the Nagsh-e Jahan
Square in Esfahan and will be kept traffic-free. A dense
network of green and open spaces will furthermore
structures and interlink the district. In particular, the
four? elongated centres' parks and green connections
represent important elements of the urban structure,
besides the large north-south and east-west connect-
ing axes and the pocket parks embedded there. The
outer ring park already realised, remains unaffected.

Interconnection with the city - traffic concept

The area is surrounded by several urban motorways,
which make the area look like an island in the city.
Therefore the transport is connected with minimal in-
terference in the existing traffic network via diamond
interchanges (tunnel systems free of crossroads) with
optimal connections to all main roads and to the ring
road of the new area. The ring road built as an avenue
is another key element of the plan's spatial structure. It
circles the whole area, connects all of the main access
roads and underlines the orthogonal network of all
subordinate avenues, roads and green walkway con-
nections and will undoubtedly be one of the most im-
portant distribution and supply arteries.

The non-motorised traffic is interconnected with the
surrounding districts via spacious "green bridges".

The assignment
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- Bird's eye view of gmp
master plan proposal
(¢gmp International
GmbH)

; J
= = =~ A~
- Annotated master plan = R e —
landscape (®gmp Inter-
national GmbH)

e
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Selection of photographic works
Sryas Bl 5l sloass

Intention

The participants were asked to select one of their
pictures taken during the excursion to express a point
of fascination or surprise. In order to further clarify
their point manipulation of the image was allowed.

L Zahra Zandgheshlaghi Collage N Louise Schmidt-Wilshin Photo

L1 Hirad Narimannejad Collage L1 Mashid Balazadeh Zanjian Collage
L1 Seyedehkosar Asghari Collage

14 Documentation of the results - intention of design



N Jannis Renner Photo N Judith Neyses Photo
L1 Mohamadreza Javadi Photo L1 Sophia Ruff Photo
141 Till Griesemann Collage
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Documentation of the results
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Group 1

Authors

Miryam Aykurt,
Hamed Behmanesh,
Veronika Ferdinand,
Fereshteh Mazaheri-
khorzani

Tutor
Walter Gebhardt

“In a traditional city in Iran, the bazaar has been a place
for the civic activities of people" Mossari, 2005

The bazaar has been the liveliest place of the traditional
[ranian city. It has had not only the function of trading
and shopping, it has also brought functions like schools
and mosques together, and it has been a place where
people met by accident.

Because of its huge importance for our human exist-
ence, tradition has to be kept. Qur approach is to trans-
form the idea of the traditional bazaar to our present
time to the area of the former airport of Tehran. In or-
der to integrate it into the texture and the life of the
city, it needs to be interwoven with it. Therefore we
create a bazaar bridge, which connects the adjacent
quarter and the metro station with the Civic Centre.
The traditional bazaar structure is interpreted as a se-
ries of corten steel umbrellas, which are rotating along
the changing town grid and guide the way to the Civic
Centre. This structure, starting on the outside of the
actual site is providing shadow and privacy. As it is
coming closer to the border of the plaza, it begins to
transform from a light steel structure via concrete um-
brellas to concrete vaults. This is parallel to the devel-
opment from public to private in order to invite people
to enter the new Civic Centre.

Documentation of the results - group 1
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Use distribution
Culture centre
Library
Administration
Bazaar

Cinema

Art centre

Concept icon

Site plan, north-orientated

. 4




1 Elevation

L Longitudinal section

18 Documentation of the results - group 1
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- Bird's eye view of the
planning area

< Ground floor plan
- Transition of the structure

-~ View onto the bazaar
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Group 2

Authors
Mohamadreza Javadi,
Judith Neyses,

Maral Saberian,
Jannis Renner

Tutor
Annika Gottle

24

The Civic Centre is regarded as the nucleus for the new
urban development of the former airport Qale Morghi's
site. Therefore an overall macro structure serving iden-
tity development is proposed for the centre.

This is mainly achieved by rotating the internal building
structure by 45°, although the orthogonal structure of
the master plan is applied for the exterior massing.
Thus, the quarter receives its own alignment. The visitor
enters a unique cosmos which does not follow the
stringent grid of its context. The overlap of the two
grids, however, is visible in the visual and actual exter-
nal connections at all times.

The identity development results from the new inter-
pretation of the classic Persian courtyard house and
the overlap with the traditional bazaar as well as from
local designs and materials, especially brick.

Following the principle of the courtyard house and its
central courtyard as a centrepiece, subtracting from
the mass is the overall conceptual principle.

The different uses of the quarter are oriented to the
main courtyard and support the idea of a central plaza
for the Civic Centre. The conceptual principle of sub-
tracting and of central cut-outs is led via different
scales up to details and lights, e.g. skylights. The facade
also reflects the play of scale. Strong contrasts be-
tween light and shadow, narrow alleys and open court-
yards define and arrange the volume and guide the vis-
itor through the complex.

Documentation of the results - group 2
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Use distribution
Culture centre
Art centre

Hotel and cinema
Bazaar

Library

Concept icon

Site plan, north-orientated
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1 View onto the south facade and south entrance

1 View into one of the narrow alleys of the bazaar

26 Documentation of the results - group 2



L View into one of the courtyards
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1 View into the main courtyard, the centrepiece of the Civic Centre

1 Bird's eye view of the site

28 Documentation of the results - group 2
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Floor plan ground floor
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1 Landscape 7 Scale - facade pattern

1 Perspective cross section

N
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1T Exemplary section of street inside the bazaar

2 View into the bazaar - play with light and shadow by skylights
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Group 3

Authors

Pouriya Alighardashi,
Seyedehkosar Asghari,
Song Xiajun,

Louise Schmidt-Wilshin

Tutor
Prof. Philipp Kamps

32

“Till morning-dawn, the picture of the fancy of Thy
face, On the workshop of my sleepless eye, | dashed."
Iranian poet Hafez, 16th Century AD.

A cultural centre for Tehran, capital city of Iran, has be-
stowed upon the workshop a sense of responsibility to
apprehend and successfully convey the rich heritage of
this country. The many challenges we as a team have
faced have been progressively overcome through per-
severance and focusing on our common goal. Rational-
ity in dealing with the main topics presented to us have
helped structure our development process. The most
important topics include dealing with various scales,
from urbanism down to architecture, as well as identity
and how to interpret Iranian culture into a contempo-
rary vision of an urban ensemble. The vision of an en-
semble, with the power the cultural centre should con-
vey, but also the humanity the smaller more agreeable
and liveable spaces should embody, combined together
and offering a rich quality of spaces, is essential. The
surrounding city connections, the large central park,
the bazaar, promenade arcades and courtyards are all
important features of our site. Architectural qualities
such as light and shadow, water, wooden Mousharabias
all pertain to the Iranian identity and have been incor-
porated into our proposal in and elegant yet simple
way. The strength of our proposal lies in the hierarchy
and discipline of scale. Structural outlining and framing
of spaces creates the quality which reflects Iranian ar-
chitectural tradition as seen in Esfahan's main squares.

Documentation of the results - group 3
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- Use distribution
1 Culture centre
2 Pergola

3 Bazaar

4 Hotel

5  Arts Centre
6 Library

7

Cinema
2 Concepticon

4 Site plan, north-orientated

-- View onto the main plaza of the Civic Centre

33



34 Documentation of the results - group 3



35



1 Bird's eye view of the site

1 Overall section and elevation from metro stop to high-rise buildings at central park

36 Documentation of the results - group 3
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Floor plan ground floor
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1 View along the collonade, the bridge and the vertical connection tower

L Section through the roofed plaza looking towards bridge and east wing buildings

38 Documentation of the results - group 3



1 View into a courtyard within the ensemble
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Group 4

Authors

Max Kaske,

Angela Franke,
Mahdis Mogooei-
cheshmehsoltani,
Zahra Zandgheshlaghi

Tutor
Sona Kazemi

40

The conceptual idea and overall project concept for the
nucleus within the site of Iran's first airport is taken
from the idea of the Persian carpet.

Like a Persian carpet the project introduces the repre-
sentation of nature as a symbol of life as the central el-
ement and weaves the programme around it. This sym-
bol of life is represented by a creek created in the
centre of the site replacing an otherwise huge and
scaleless square.

One of the north-south oriented water lines deriving
from the mountains is running straight through the
former airport site. Extracted from its big scale to the
smaller scale of the site, it ties the plot into its sur-
rounding location and provides orientation and identi-
ty. The creek is flanked by vegetation, green and trees,
growing into gardens and a park which finally derives
in squares and venues. They lead to the different major
uses of the Civic Centre which frame the garden, repre-
senting a built setting of the carpet.

The bazaar as the smallest item within this arrange-
ment is dedicated for art and cultural content and is
the transition point for people to enter slowly into the
main uses. Buildings, platforms, vegetation and water
are woven together by bridges and paths.

Another bridge leads into the site to integrate the new
metro station.

The adjacent stone buildings with their high mass and
density stand in contrast to the agile core and consti-
tute the frame of the carpet concept. Water and sun-
light are reflected by the glass facades of the bazaar
modules and achieve infinite reflections and mirroring.

Documentation of the results - group 4
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Use distribution
Culture centre
Bazaar

Art centre
Library

Cinema

Hotel

Concept icon

Site plan, north-orientated
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1 View onto the main square with landscape design

1 Longitudinal section
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1 Top view (left) and floor plan ground floor (right) - View onto Civic Centre

1 Cross section Civic Centre —-- View into the courtyard with pergola structure
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Group 5

Authors

Mahshid Balazadeh
Zanjian,

Till Griesemann,

Hirad Narimannejad,

Sophia Ruff

Tutor
Anja Meding
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The study of architectural patterns in traditional hous-
es of Iran indicates that the main courtyard, the sunken
garden (gowdal-baghche) is a typical element of the
Iranian architecture and can be employed in the sense
of sustainable architecture in order to conserve energy
and reduce environmental pollution.

The adoption of the idea of the sunken gardens for the
new square gives the Civic Centre an unmistakable
identity and also allows people to reach deeper levels
not only physically but also mentally enjoying the inti-
mate and private atmosphere.

The form and position of the surrounding buildings is
defined by their accesses and entry points from the di-
rection of the subway, the public park and the neigh-
bourhood quarters respectively. The buildings are
slightly shifted from the surrounding streets to create
inviting forecourts near the entrances like pocket gar-
dens, tying into the surrounding green belt.

The premises are all connected visibly and spatially
through the main courtyard, the sunken garden on the
lowest level and also by direct connections of some of
the related functions through the individual court-
yards. The spatial void of the courtyards is a symbol
that stands for unity in the Iranian philosophy and is
therefore also unifying the different functions.

Along all ways, the bazaar is accompanying the path-
ways on several levels and also integrates smaller
courtyards.

The subtle variations of arches in the facade surround
the square in reminiscence to Iranian architecture pro-
viding the ensemble with variety in its overall unity.

Documentation of the results - group 5
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Use distribution
Culture centre
Bazaar

Art centre
Library

Hotel

Cinema

Concept icon

Site plan, north-orientated
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1 View into the sunken garden

4 Section through event centre and sunken garden
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1 View into the courtyard of the event centre

4 Floor plan event centre, +5m

52 Documentation of the results - group 5



4L Floor plan event centre, -5m
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1 View inside the sunken garden

L Section, arts centre

54 Documentation of the results - group 5
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Conceptual sketches
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aac life
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Excursion to Iran

Excursion to modern and historical buildings and sites
in Tehran and Esfahan

56 aac life
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Lectures

58 aac life



1 Prof. Enrique Sobejano

<<« Jette Cathrin Hopp
Viggo Haremst
Viggo Haremst with
Prof. Volkwin Marg

< Markus Pfisterer
Stephanie Jobsch
Patrick Pfleiderer
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Workshop atmosphere

Comprehensive tutoring and cultural exchange
during the workshop

60 aac life
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Presentations with feedback

Workshop board, visiting professors and guest critics discuss
and evaluate the work

62 aac life
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Pictures of models

©

©)

@) Group 1 Group 4
Group 2 Group 5
Group 3

64 Pictures of models



aac certificate ceremony
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aac certificate ceremony

Group 1

Walter Gebhardt, Hamed
Behmanesh, Miryam Aykurt,
Veronika Ferdinand, Fereshteh
Mazaherikhorzani

Group 2

Mohamadreza Javadi,

Maral Saberian, Jannis Renner,
Judith Neyses, Annika Gottle

Group 3

Prof. Philipp Kamps, Pouriya
Alighardashi, Song Xiajun, Louise
Schmidt-Wilshin, Seyedehkosar
Asghari

Group 4

Zahra Zandgeshlaghi, Max Kaske,
Sona Kazemi, Angela Franke,
Mahdis Mogooeicheshmehsoltani

Group 5

Anja Meding, Mahshid Balazadeh
Zanjian, Sophia Ruff, Hirad
Narimannejad, Till Griesemann

Every picture, all names from left
to right

Enno N. Maass, Meinhard von
Gerkan, Hamid Mirmiran, Volkwin
Marg
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Academy for Architectural Culture
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The aac Academy for Architectural Culture is a private,
non-profit institution, located in Hamburg, founded by
the architects von Gerkan, Marg and Partners (gmp).

With research studies and intensive courses held
throughout the year, the aac is dedicated to finding so-
lutions to relevant architectural issues and the further
education of young architects from different cultures.
Through public symposiums, exhibitions and book pub-
lications the academy's working results are made avail-
able for discussion with decision makers, and in par-
ticular, the general public.

The aac is sponsored by the gmp Foundation, estab-
lished in 2007, for the purpose of supporting the edu-
cation of young architects. The foundation pursues this
goal through, amongst other things, the awarding of
scholarships for the aac. The aac offers a qualification
in the form of a variety of teaching sessions for highly
talented architecture students, graduates and young
architects. The international orientation of the academy
supports the cultural exchange and global cooperation
between young colleagues.

The teaching sessions reflect the gmp philosophy, ex-
perience and detailing of architecture relevant to its
social context. Insights are given on how to reach com-
pletion of a variety of tasks on a national and interna-
tional stage. As participant at an aac course one is part
of a team, led by Meinhard von Gerkan, Volkwin Marg
as well as their partners, developing architectural con-
cepts and solutions relevant to our time. The work is
further supported by renowned international visiting
professors and experts, contributing their experience
from a specialist perspective.

Academy for Architectural Culture
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Location

67

The search for a headquarter for the academy led to
the purchase of the historical nautical college at Rain-
villeterrasse in Hamburg. The listed building situated
high above the River Elbe has been a distinctive land-
mark on Hamburg's skyline for a long time. The renova-
tion and careful modernisation by the gmp Foundation
have preserved the existing building and made it once
again accessible to the public in a cultural capacity.
With the "Academy for Architectural Culture" and other
creative institutions the "Campus Rainvilleterrasse” has
been created, and thus the location once again accom-
modates student activities and reflects its original pur-
pose. The tradition of a café and restaurant with a pub-
lic meeting hall and a terrace overlooking the River
Elbe, where the famous former Rainvilleterrasse inn
was a popular day-trip destination, could be continued.
A small hotel completes the public amenities of the
campus.

The academy's teaching sessions are taking place at
Campus Rainvilleterrasse in Hamburg, its own premises
since 2012. It provides all the relevant facilities for con-
ducting a course and is equipped with the latest tech-
nology. All necessary peripherals for modern architec-
tural work are available, as is equipment for suitable
means of presentation. A particular highlight is the
academy's large roof terrace with its fascinating view
of Hamburg's Elbe and harbour.
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